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_.‘ Chapter 2 has two major sections. The
N second section has three parts.

1. Proclaiming the Crucified King (v. 1-5)

2. God’s True Wisdom (v. 6-16)
a. The Wisdom of this Age (v. 6-9)
b. The Holy Spirit and Wisdom (v. 10-13)
c. The Mind of Christ (v. 14-16)
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%ﬂ Proclaiming the Crucified King (v. 1-5)

« Paul did not come to Corinth speaking relying on
— Eloguent oratory
— Brilliant philosophical argument
* Instead he just told them about Jesus, the Crucified King! (v. 2)

— Crucifixion was common — of the hundreds of people who had
been crucified, only Jesus had been raised from the dead!

— Crucifixion was a horror — it was not discussed in polite society.
Yet this is what Paul focused on!

 Paul preached in “fear and trembling” (v. 3)
— A human response to being confronted with God’s presence
— The context is the “demonstration of the Spirit and power” (v.4)
— Christian faith rests on the power of God (v. 5)
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%‘ The Wisdom of this Age (v. 6-9)

» Paul distinguishes between two ages
— The Present Age (from Adam to Now)

— The Age to Come (the New Creation: see Romans 8:19-23; 2
Corinthians 5:17)

 The wisdom of the Present Age is folly (v. 8)
— Judaism was the highest religion in the world
— Rome was the best government the world had ever seen
— Together they combined to crucify the Lord of Glory!

« But the Crucified King is the Wisdom of God (v. 7)

— The Crucifixion and Resurrection had been part of God’s plan all
alongl
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%ﬂ Glory and Glorification (v. 7-9)

« Paul uses the term “glory” twice.
— The first time in verse 7 refers to Christians.

— The second time in verse 8 refers to the Lord of Glory
* To the Romans, the Lord of Glory was Caesar!
« To Christians, it was Jesus, the Crucified King!

* In both instances, Paul is again being subversive!
— In Paul’s day, glory belonged only to Rome.
— Everything was done for the glory of the Empire.
— But the glory of the Empire is doomed to end (v. 6).
— Instead, God will glorify his people in Christ.
 This is the true wisdom of God hidden from before the ages!
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The Holy Spirit and Wisdom (10-13)

 Paul quoted in v. 9 from Isaiah 64:4 and Sirach 1:10.

Try to imagine whatever it is you think a perfect world would be
like, what heaven would be like.

— Whatever you imagine, what God actually has in mind for you is

far, far better!

 But how do we know this?

2/2/2008

Human wisdom on its own, despite all that it can do and has
accomplished, could never have discovered God’s plan for us.

No one can know another person’s thoughts except for that
person himself (v. 11).

God has shared himself with us by giving us his Spirit.

It is only God’s Spirit that could have revealed what God has in
store for us!
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<> ) The Mind of Christ (v. 14-16)

« Paul distinguishes between “spiritual” and “unspiritual”

— He sees three levels of being
» Bestial = Animal ( ) (not used in this passage)
e Unspiritual = Natural, or Merely Human ( )
« Spiritual = Regenerative, a New Creation (
— The unspiritual person is in the natural human state
— The spiritual person is a new creation (2 Cor 5:17)
» Their resurrection life has already begun
» Even though their resurrection body lies in the future
 When you are spiritual
— You have the Mind of Christ
— God’s Spirit dwells within you
— You can see life in a new way, the way God sees it
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