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First Corinthians: Chapter 5

Scandals, Leaven, and Judgment



2/23/2008 2
© 2008, Santo Niño Catholic Church.  All rights reserved.

Chapter 4 has three sections.  

1. Scandal in the Church (v. 1-5)

2. Throw Out the Leaven (v. 6-8)

3. Immorality and Judgment (v. 9-13)
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Scandal in the Church (v. 1-5)

• Background
– Morality in Greek and Roman society was very lax

• Temple prostitutes were common
• Sexual orgies were part and parcel of pagan temple worship

– But not even the Greeks and Romans could accept incest!
– Yet this was actually going on in the Corinthian church!

• The Scandal (v. 1-2)
– There were really two scandals

• First, one of the church members was sleeping with his step-mother
• Second, the Corinthians were accepting and tolerating it!

– The word translated “immorality” is porneia
• Means sexual immorality
• Included everything from incest to homosexual behavior
• The basis for our English word “pornography”
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Arrogance and Judgment

• Paul is horrified!  (v. 1 and 2)

– Not even the pagans tolerate such immorality

– Yet the Corinthians have accepted it without complaint

– They are even boasting of their spirituality!

• So Paul exercises his apostolic authority (v. 3 -5)

– He judges the man “in the name of the Lord Jesus” (v. 3)

• That means Paul is acting on Jesus’ behalf (v. 4)

• Jesus himself gave this authority to the apostles 
(Matthew 18:18, John 20:23)

– They are to deliver this man to Satan! (v. 5)
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Deliver this man to Satan! (v. 5)

• Paul’s judgment has three parts

– Deliver the man to Satan

– For the destruction of the flesh

– That is spirit may be saved on the Day of the Lord

• Deliver him to Satan

– “Satan” is not a name but a role

• It literally means “Accuser” (read Job chapter 1)

• It also implies “Tempter”: Satan tempts you and then accuses you!

– Paul is saying, “Deliver this man to the Tempter and Prosecutor!”

– Implies casting him out into Satan’s sphere of influence

• The standard treatment for unrepentant Christians (1 Timothy 1:20) 
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Destruction of the Flesh that the spirit may 
be saved on the Day of the Lord (v.5)

• What does Paul means by “Destruction of the Flesh…” ?

– Physical Death :  The consequence of sexual immorality is 
destruction of the body (through venereal disease)

– The Power of the Flesh :  The physical consequences of 
immorality are so terrible that they will destroy the impulse of the 
flesh to sin

• Whatever Paul means, it is clear that

– He is referring to baptized Christians living in mortal sin

– Tolerating such sin does not help the sinner

– The only chance to save the person is to deliver him to Satan
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Throw out the Leaven! (v. 6-8)

• Paul uses the metaphor of leaven 
– A little leaven grows and dramatically affects the whole
– Leaven was often used as a metaphor for sin or bad influence
– For example: “Beware the leaven of the Pharisees” (Matthew 16:6)

• If the Corinthians continue to tolerate the man’s sin (v. 6)
– He may influence others to follow him
– Other forms of immorality (porneia) may creep into the Church
– The infection of sin will keep spreading throughout the community

• Therefore, they must cast out the unrepentant Christian (v. 7)
– Not only for the man’s own good 
– But also for the good of the Church!

• The Church needs to be pure (v. 8)
– Freed from the leaven of sin and tolerance of sin
– Given instead the pure unleavened bread of sincerity and truth 
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Immorality and Judgment (v. 9-13)

• Paul refers to a previous letter he had written (which is now lost) (v. 9)
– He had admonished them to avoid association with immoral people
– The Corinthians thought he meant to withdraw totally from pagan society! (v. 10)

• How could they do this? 
• They were surrounded by pagan culture on all sides!

• Paul now clarifies his meaning
– He was referring only to baptized Christians who are living sinful lives (v. 11)

• Various forms of illicit sex
• Drunkenness
• Greed
• Robbery

– He does not judge those outside the Church! (v. 12)
• Jesus himself associated with sinners (Matthew 9:10-13)
• God alone is their judge!  

– Our call is to judge only those who claim to be Christians!
• God’s command is:  “Drive out the wicked person from among you!” (v. 13)


